
September 25, 2019 

 

VIA REGULAR U.S. MAIL 

 

TO: All Owners/Residents of Walnut Grove Lake Homeowners Association, Inc. 

 

RE: Important Information Concerning Use of the Lake 
 

Dear Owner/Resident: 

 

The Board of Directors (the “Board”) is writing to inform you of an 

important development concerning the lake within our neighborhood.  By now, 

you may have heard about the appearance of Blue Algae in various lakes in 

Tennessee and Shelby County.  Blue Algae is a type of algae that contains a 

potentially harmful form of bacteria to people and animals.  According to the 

experts, Blue Algae can bloom anywhere in the country that has extended periods 

of hot temperatures.  This natural phenomenon typically occurs late summer when 

the water is warm and relatively shallow.   

 

 In an effort to protect the owners and residents of Walnut Grove Lake 

(“WGL”), the Board hired a company that specializes in testing water to 

determine the presence of harmful chemicals, such as Blue Algae.  Unfortunately, 

the analysis confirmed the presence of Blue Algae in the WGL lake.  At this 

point, we are asking all owners/residents to refrain from swimming in the lake and 

to keep your pets out of the water.  In addition, please cease from eating any fish 

caught in the lake.  Owners/residents may continue to fish the lake, however, until 

further notice, all fishing should be catch and release.  As always, do not consume 

the water.  If you accidentally enter the water, you should rinse off as soon as 

possible.  If your dog enters the water, you should rinse your dog off as soon as 

possible and do your best to not let your dog lick its fur after coming in contact 

with the lake water. 

 

 The professional company has informed us that the Blue Algae should die 

during the cold winter months and that our lake should be able to be utilized as 

normal next year.  However, once winter is over, the Board plans to have the 

water tested to ensure that the Blue Algae is, in fact, gone.  The Board will be 

placing signs in certain areas along the lake that warn people to stay out of the 

water.   

 

 The Board is sending this letter out to every member and every home 

within the WGL subdivision.  However, it is possible that people may not read the 

letter.  If you see someone swimming, we ask for your assistance in informing 

that person of this letter and the potential dangers of swimming in the lake at this 



time.  This is an unfortunate situation and the Board is working with professionals 

to quickly and properly address this issue. 

 

 We understand that you may have questions.  We have provided all of the 

information that we have at this time.  As we gather more information, we will 

update you accordingly.  If you would like more information regarding Blue 

Algae, please visit the link published by the CDC:  

https://www.cdc.gov/habs/pdf/cyanobacteria_faq.pdf.  In addition to this letter, 

the Association is publishing the letter and a copy of the CDC’s pdf to its website.  

The Board appreciates your understanding and looks forward to a resolution to 

this issue as soon as possible.         
 

   

Sincerely,  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR WALNUT 

GROVE  LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, 

INC. 

 

 

 

     

     

 

https://www.cdc.gov/habs/pdf/cyanobacteria_faq.pdf

