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margiesmc@gmail.com 
Don Warmbrod, 1st VP 

756-8501 
Jessica Roberts, 2nd VP 

489-0523 
Pam Parham, Secretary 

494-8333  
Clif Cunningham, Treasurer 

238-5542 
 

Sandra McCorry 
Neighborhood Watch Coordinator 

755-6609 

John Yobak 
Lake Committee Chairman 

653-8335 

Jeanie Velarde 
Newsletter and Website 

754-2146  wglha@wglha.com 

Upcoming Events 
Mark Your Calendar! 

 
 
 

Holiday Lights Judging 

Street—Deecember 15, 6:30-9:00 

Lake—December 16, 6:30-9:00 

 

In case of bad weather: 

Street—December 17, 6:30-9:00 

Lake—December 18, 6:30-9:00 

Check the website if you are in 

doubt. 

 

Annual Meeting 

Thursday, March 8, 2018, 6:30 p.m. 

 

 Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic 

Saturday, March 31, 11:00 pm 

Holiday Lights Contest 
Remember bundling up as a kid, hopping in the car 

and driving around looking at holiday lights? Let’s 

light up Walnut Grove Lake in the spirit of the sea-

son! This year we have a new category to encourage 

everyone to participate…Best Front Door/Front 

Porch. We want everyone to get into the holiday 

spirit!! 

 

This year’s categories for street side will be: 

• Best Traditional 

• Most Unique 

• Best Front Door/Front Porch 

Judging on December 15
th

 from 6:30 to 9:00 

 

Categories for lake side will be: 

• Best Lights on the Lake 

• Most Festive Dock 

Judging on December 16
th

 from 6:30 to 9:00 

 

There will be several honorable mentions for both 

street side and lake side.  Rain dates will be Decem-

ber 17
th

 for street side and December 18
th

 for lake 

side. 

 

Be watching for the judges. We want to meet all 

those who worked so hard to light up the neighbor-

hood. We will be taking pictures and will be passing 

out ribbons that night. If you have any questions, 

please contact Suzy Ward 351-6147. Let’s light up 

Walnut Grove Lake!  Happy Holidays! 

-Suzy Ward 
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Dam Party Recap 
The weather could not have been more perfect for neighbors, friends 

and family to come together and celebrate the fall.  

Costumed characters, both four legged and two, stole the show as 

they paraded up and down the red carpet. There were princesses, 

jeti's, witches and vampires. Harley Quinn and even Dorothy (and her 

little dog too) stopped by to show off. 

Pumpkin carving contests and games brought smiles and laughter to 

the dam while the DJ kept us rocking to the beat. After having so 

much fun, it's sad that October only comes around once a year! 

-Jessica Roberts 
Best Duo 

Amelia Pleinla 

Scariest—Parris Edwards 

Most Original—Dian Cobbs 

Most Adorable 

Brooke Ritzdorf 

Best Pumpkin 

Pam Parham 
Spookiest  

Adult 

Funniest 

Si Janna 

Spoopiest 

Ava Fisher 
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2nd Place Pumpkin 

Carol Huddock 

Spookiest 

Isaih Bass 

Best Group 

Isabel, Zach, Amelie & Howie Pymm 

Cutest 

Abby & Natalie Ritzdorf 

Most Original 

Eva Plumlee 

People and Pet Duo 

Shelby Faulkner 

Funniest 

Dylan Arring 
Most Original 

Ava Brim 

Funniest 

Si Janna 
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Lake Report 
It's been a great year at WGL. The lake is 50° on the surface and a beautiful emerald color with 

the best clarity I've seen all year. The tilapia are all quietly resting on the bottom of the lake right 

now as they do not survive in water cooler than 45°. I was surprised that they did such a fine job 

of eating the scum that accumulates in the shallow ends of our coves. We are currently working 

on the ecology of our fish population and have begun implementing the plan that the profes-

sional lake biologists have recommended by stocking the lake with approximately 8300 copper nose bream. These fish 

have been recommended by two different professionals to help with the biology of the lake and improve the fishing. In 

order for the plan to work correctly, we as fishermen, must remove all of the small bass that we can catch under a foot 

long.   

 

The Board has initiated the formation of a Lake Dredging Committee, which I am on. We are all interested in finding a 

good way to get this done some time in the near future. I am happy to announce that Dave Fearn (phone # 412-8193) 

has taken the leadership role in this committee. We are exploring all options and anyone is welcome to join in this com-

mittee. Our plan is to get this done as soon as fiscally possible. 

 

Take a plastic bag with you on your next walk or run. You will be surprised at how easy it is to fill it up. Keeping our 

neighborhood nice and clean is easier when we all pitch in and do our share. 

 

Wishing you all a happy and safe holiday season. Thank you all for your support and input.  

John Yobak, Lake Chair, 653-8335 

 

Turtle Trapping 
After a late start this year our turtle roundup has gone better than expected. We have been able to relocate over 50 

turtles to other waterways! The turtles have ranged in size from large frying pan to playing card size. The turtle trap is 

designed to cause no harm to the turtles. They sun themselves on the side of the trap and when they try to get off they 

drop into the cage. Warm sunny days have produced the most turtles. With the lack of predators in Walnut Grove Lake, 

the turtle population is above a satisfactory level and relocation is the most humane option. The trap is 2ft by 3ft and 

located in the water by Leif Cove. If anyone observes a large concentration of turtles we can relocate the trap to that 

area. 

Ransom Edwards 

Looking for a Volunteer! 
 

Our entrance sign and garden plot at Ericson and Wal-

nut Grove needs a special helper to keep it clean, deco-

rated for special holidays, and beautiful flowers planted 

and watered in the spring!  I really enjoyed this job but 

cannot continue due to a bad neck! We have great help-

ers but need someone to take charge. Please contact 

me if you are interested!! Thanks. 

Parris Edwards. 309-8832 
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Fake Alligators May Keep Canada Geese Away 
You may have seen the article in the Commercial Appeal on July 27 about the fake gators at Memphis Botanic Garden. 

Fake alligator heads were added to Memphis Botanic Garden's Japanese koi pond to deter territorial geese. They are 

hand-painted, hard plastic, floating replica alligator heads, placed in the koi pond to scare off the aggressive geese 

that have aggravated visitors. So far, they work. "Since we put the alligator heads in, the geese have not entered the 

water," said Kyle McLane, the botanic garden's assistant director of horticulture. 

 

Like many bodies of water, especially in the migratory bird "flyway" that crosses Memphis and North Mississippi, the 

botanic garden lakes have become popular with Canada Geese, which also can be found in Walnut Grove Lake.  

 

Unfortunately, the male geese are bold and aggressive, and they consider their claim to their territory more legitimate 

than that of the garden's 230,000 annual human visitors. Unlike the alligator heads, the geese will snap at you. Thus, 

they ordered two Outdoor Water Solutions Inc. "guard 

gators" — a product already popular with lake manag-

ers at golf courses and subdivisions. 

 

You may want to deter the geese from your yard. If so, 

you can purchase the fake alligator heads from Doc-

tors Foster and Smith. Item# CE-79975 $49.99 for the 

two.  

 

This ‘N That 
WGLHA Board of Directors – Do you want to get more involved in the neighborhood? Do you have ideas you would 

like to see implemented, changes you would like to see made? A very good way is to get involved with the WGLHA 

Board. Think about it for next year! We will be listing the candidates for 2018 in the Winter newsletter in February. 

Contact us at  wglha@wglha.com if you are interested. 

 

Leaves – Got Leaves? Here's some helpful information to know from Media Affairs Manager Arlenia Cole, City of 

Memphis, from a post in Nextdoor. Four things to do with your leaves: 

 

1. Mow them – No need to rake! Use your lawn mower to chop them up into your lawn. If you have excess leaves, 

use them in your flowerbeds. Mulched leaves turn into usable organic matter for your grass and plants. 

2. Hire someone to rake your leaves – If you have someone collect your leaves, by city ordinance they must re-

move them. Your lawn will be leaf free and no bags are left at the curb. 

3. Bring bagged leaves to the drop off location – The City operates a leaf drop off location at 304 Collins Ave. This 

drop off is open to residential customers of the City of Memphis Monday through Saturday, 8:00 AM until 4:00 

PM. The leaves will be composted. No need for them to end up in the landfill. 

4. We’ll pick them up – Call 311 to report your bagged leaves and bulk debris. The City tries to collect bagged 

leaves and bulk debris within 21 days of its placement at the curb. Due to limited equipment and heavy volume 

this time of year, there may be delays. Your patience is appreciated. 

 

Most important, please do not rake, blow, or stack bagged leaves in the street. Storm drains clogged by leaves can 

flood streets, automobiles, and nearby homes. Leaves also decompose releasing chemicals poisoning fish and other 

aquatic life in our creeks, rivers, and lakes.  
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Yard Sale Recap 
 

WGLHA had a community yard sale on 

Saturday, October 7. This year Ashley 

Ketler was in charge. She did a great job 

of informing us of what the top sellers are 

for yard sales. She also placed ads on 

Craigslist and in the Classifieds and posted 

eye-catching signs at the neighborhood 

entrances. Finally, she arranged for a 

charity to make the rounds that Saturday 

evening to pick up any items that didn't 

sell which anyone wished to donate. 

There were about 23 sales scattered 

around our neighborhood. 
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Labor Day Home Improvement Contest 
The winners of the Labor Day Home Improvement contest were Tony and Margaret Strickland, 157 Val Halla Cove. The 

Stricklands have lived at Walnut Grove Lake for many years on Arendal Cove, but recently moved to Val Halla Cove and 

made several improvements to their new home.   

 

In the front they converted the carport into a garage and removed some landscaping around the front door. In back 

they removed some landscaping and built a screened porch.  What a difference!!  For their efforts they won a $200 

Lowes gift card which they will likely put to good use on their next projects.  Congratulations Tony and Margaret!!
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Home Security Layers and Practical Tips Provided  

by Frase Protection 
 

Layers of Security 

More than ninety percent of burglars say they would not attempt to enter a home that looked occupied. 

• Proper fencing and landscaping to clearly mark property boundary 

• Shrubs near house should not hide windows or doors 

• Lighting— landscape lighting plus motion-activated flood lighting recommended 

• Security yard sign 

• Barking dogs help deter 37% of criminals according to Temple University study 

• Use door and window locks, pin closed windows and sliding doors 

• Doors should have single-cylinder, one-inch deadbolt locks 

• Install custom iron doors, expensive but nearly impenetrable 

• Security system and cameras with monitoring and text alerts 

• Keep a vehicle in the driveway 

• Private guard patrol, guard response to alarms 

 

Practical Security Tips 

• Remove guns and other valuables from your car  

• Store ladders, toys, bikes and yard equipment in a secure place 

• Be active in your association 

• Get to know your neighbors: 

                Watch each other’s homes while out of town 

                Question activity, i.e. maintenance personnel or moving trucks 

• Store irreplaceable items in bank lock box or other safe place 

• Catalog household inventory 

• Use engraver to mark household items such as electronics 

• Large appliance boxes (such as from flat screens TVs) should be broken down and taken to a dumpster 

or not be put out until trash day 

• Hidden key is a bad idea 

• Lock doors even while away for a short time. More than 30% of burglars entered residences through 

an unlocked door or window without force. 

• Keep car remote beside bed at night for panic button 

• Carry cell phone when answering the door. 
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Debbie & Mike Bonds 

403 Tonstad Cove 

Steven & Anjanette Carney  

8427 Bergen Drive 

Keith & Wendy Chapman 

223 Glen Gyle Cove 

Toby & Juaneene Finley 

398 Tonstad Cove 

Wayne & Edna Gaia 

48 W.Viking Drive 

Angela Gardner 

8470 Trondheim Drive 

Ian P. Ghandi 

8375 Bergen Drive 

Wesley & Sara Hefley 

8372 Bazemore Road 

Danielle & Stella Jefferson 

8154 Walnut Creek Road 

Steven & Lauren Kelley 

359 Sherburne Cove 

Morgan Moultrie Parks 

8403 Bergen Drive 

Justin Reeves 

8441 Arendal Cove 

Donald & Sarah Robertson 

405 Amundsen Cove 

Glen & Jessica Roma 

8379 Bergen Drive 

Alexander Scott 

405 Amundsen Cove 

Zackery & Kapreece Wainwright 

8193 Walnut Creek Road 

Carleton & Geana Werve 

208 W. Viking Drive 

Welcome New Neighbors!!! 

 I only have three pictures this time. Most do not have a 

story but they all seem to enjoy getting the signs placed 

in their yards. It's obvious how much work they have 

invested. I plan to do a Thanksgiving and Christmas se-

lection this year too. Thanks for allowing me to do this, 

it is a blast seeing the happy smiles on the faces of our 

winners! 

Wade Wellborn 

 
  

Yard and Garden of the Month 

September Yard of the Month 

Bob and Laura Marchini 

79 Viking Drive 

October Yard of the Month 
Marlene Demchuk 

8244 Byre Hollow 

October Garden of the Month 
Angie Garbuzinski 

185 W. Viking Drive 
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WGLHA WGLHA WGLHA WGLHA    
PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450    
Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088    

First Class First Class First Class First Class    

To advertise in the WGLHA newsletter  -  personal classified ads are free. Business ads, approximately business card size, $10 per newsletter issue. 

Send your ads (text and / or .jpg files) to wglha@wglha.com. Newsletters are published in February, May, August and November. 


