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     Winter 2017 

                                                                                            Living at……. 

Walnut Grove Lake 

Upcoming Events  -  Mark Your Calendar! 
 

WGLHA Annual Meeting 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic  

Saturday, April 1, 2017 

Fourth of July Festivities 

Saturday, July 1, 2017 

Walnut Grove Lake Homeowners Association Annual Meeting 

Thursday, March 2, 2017, 6:30 p.m. 

Covenant United Methodist Church—Smith Covenant Center 

Gathering Area Room 100  
 Please try to attend so we can have a quorum. If you are not able to attend, please fill out the proxy included in this 

newsletter and give it to someone who is attending, give it to a Board member, scan and email it to wglhoa@gmail.com, 
or fill out the proxy form online at www.wglha.com/meeting-proxy/ 

Walnut Grove Lake Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic  

Saturday, April 1  11:00 A.M. 
Please note….due to some scheduling conflicts with our stalwart volunteers, we have moved the date for Easter Egg Hunt & 

Picnic. We haven’t had the party two weeks prior to Easter before, but just think, the kids get 2 extra weeks of candy fun! 

On Saturday, April 1 we will have the Easter Egg Hunt in Lovitt Field right across the street from Simpson Park starting at 

11:00 A.M. There will be a separate hunt for toddlers so that all children can enjoy the chance to fill their baskets with eggs! 

Following the hunt we invite everyone to come across the street to Simpson Park for food and a good old-fashioned 

neighborhood social! Hot dogs, chips and drinks will be provided by the Association. Everyone is 

encouraged to bring their favorite side dish or dessert to add to the “spread.” Bring some chairs 

and share some gossip. 

There will be boat rides available, and of course the kids 

can enjoy the playground equipment.  

We are looking for donations of plastic Easter eggs filled 

with candy, and if you know of a source who might donate 

hot dogs, chips or drinks, please let us know! 

Please call Jane Raymond at 550-8971 if you have any ques-

tions, or if you would like to volunteer to help at this fun 

event.  Mark your calendars and make plans to come have 

fun with us as a community on April 1! 

2016-17 Board of Directors 

Margie McMillan, President  
569-9487  

margiesmc@gmail.com 
Don Warmbrod, 1st VP 

756-8501 
Barry Ledbetter, 2nd VP 

508-6274 
Pam Parham, Secretary 

494-8333  
Cydney Cunningham, Treasurer 

238-5542 
Emma Ford, Alternate   

581-4146  

Sandra McCorry 
Neighborhood Watch Coordinator 

755-6609 

John Yobak 
Lake Committee Chairman 

653-8335 

Jeanie Velarde 
Newsletter and Website 

754-2146  wglha@wglha.com 
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President’s Message 
 

Greetings WGLHA. Our Annual Meeting is just around the corner – March 2
nd

. The Annual Meeting is the time when 

we elect officers, review our operations of the past year, and discuss what to do this year. We will have a slide show 

so you can see pictures of the neighborhood activities we had last year and improvements and repairs that we made. 

We will also discuss our financials and safety issues among other things. 

 

Please make your plans to go the Annual Meeting. If you can’t go, please fill out the Proxy in this newsletter and give it 

to your Block Captain or any other neighbor who will be attending. You can also go to our website and fill out the form 

there, or scan and send it by email to wglha@wglha.com. This helps us tremendously to have a quorum at the meet-

ing. We must have a quorum to elect officers and vote on any other issues that may come up. 

 

The minutes from last year’s Annual Meeting are included in this newsletter for you to review. We will be voting to 

accept them at the meeting. By including them here, we will not read them at the meeting, thus saving time. 

 

We want to hear from you. What’s great about our neighborhood, what would you like to see us do? What improve-

ments need to be made? So be sure to come and participate in your wonderful neighborhood. I look forward to seeing 

you soon. 

Margie McMillan, President 

Annual Meeting  
Agenda 

 

 Call to Order/Welcome 

Proof of Quorum 

Approval of Minutes 

Introduction of Prospective Board  

Members/Nominations from the Floor 

Election of 2017-18 Board of Directors 

President's Message Slide Presentation 

Treasurer's Report 

Neighborhood Watch Update 

Lake Report 

Election Results 

New Business 

Adjourn 

2017  

Yard Improvement Contest 
  

It is not too early to begin thinking about your project 

for a chance to win a $200 Lowe’s gift card. Last year 

was such a success, the contest is now an annual event.  

Submit “Before and After” photos  between Memorial 

Day, May 29 and Labor Day, September 4 to 

wglha@wglha.com. (Please limit entries to four total 

pictures.)  Remember, no project is too small; improve-

ment is the key. Help keep Walnut Grove Lake beautiful! 

-Debbi Coletta 

 



wglha@wglha.com                                               901-758-2796                                                 www.wglha.com 

3 

August Lawn and Garden of the Month Awards: 
 

Lawn of the Month for August 2016 goes to:  

Jack & Judy Darmstaedter, 217 Leif CV 

 

 Jack and Judy Darmstaedter built their home at 

217 Leif Cove East in 1979. Jack designed and built their 

home himself. Even though they were both born else-

where, they have resided in Memphis since childhood.   

Four years after completing the home, their son, Derek, 

was born. He enjoyed growing up in the WGL neighbor-

hood, playing in the former Vinlanders Park and, of 

course, the lake. His treehouse and rope swing are still 

standing in the back yard. Derek graduated from Evangelical Christian School and MTSU. He and his wife, Rachel, reside 

in Nashville, where Derek is Owner/CEO of Household Photography and Rachel is a Pre-K Teacher.    

 Jack and Judy recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Jack retired from Unisys Corp. as a field engi-

neer and Judy is a former school teacher. She is also a former president of the WGL east side ladies club, which was 

called "The Vinlanders". One of their favorite past-times is sipping coffee while sitting on their screened back porch. 

There they enjoy listening to the pond waterfall and observing the scampering squirrels and chipmunks, as well as the 

wild birds and hummingbirds at their feeders.   

 Jack takes care of the lawn himself and Judy enjoys working with the flowers and plants. Decorating their yard 

during the Christmas season has always been a highlight for them, too. When they aren't "playing" in the yard, they en-

joy hosting family gatherings and visiting their son and daughter-in-law in Nashville.   

   After living at WGL for 37 years, Jack and Judy said they have seen a lot of changes, but the friendliness remains the 

same. They have never regretted building their home here. It was a great place to raise their son and they have made 

many friends. 

 

Garden of the Month for August 2016 goes to:  

Mark & Cindy Morris, 18 W. Viking 

 

 Mark wrote:   In the summer of 1971 my dad, 

Charlie Morris, my older brother and myself built our 

first house on the lake at 12 W. Viking Drive. I remem-

ber vividly moving in on the first day of 7th grade. In 

1976 I went off to college, found the love of my life 

(Cindy) and we moved overseas and never moved back 

until 1997, with three teenage girls in tow. I began 

working as Missions and Ministries Pastor in German-

town, serving our city and the world. Mary Flanagan's 

house next door at 18 W. Viking became available (via our great neighbors the Plunks). We grabbed it as quickly as we 

could! So we moved in next door to my parents’ house. 

 Upon my father’s death, my mother Audrey sold 12 W. Viking to our other great next-door-neighbor Cam Castle. 

 Audrey moved into her quaint grandmother suite attached to our home and we all love continuing at the WGL home-

stead on 18 W. Viking. Daily all three of us thank God for the gift of this peaceful setting in this great WGL community. 

       

Please everyone continue to keep your homes/lawns looking nice through the winter. The award selections will begin 

again in early spring. Let’s continue to keep WGL one of the most beautiful subdivisions in Memphis.  NOTE: I have to 

apologize to the Darmstaedter and the Morris families. The above pictures and articles should have appeared in the pre-

vious newsletter. Both families are so nice and their homes are absolutely beautiful.  Thanks, 

-Dave Coletta 
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WGLHA Annual Meeting March 3, 2016 Minutes 
With a quorum present, the minutes from the 2015 Annual Meeting were approved. Next, a vote was 

taken for 2016-2017 officers. Attendees introduced themselves and said how long they’ve lived in the 

neighborhood.  

 

President Margie McMillan presented a slide show beginning with the Neighborhood Events of the past 

year: Easter Egg Hunt, Picnic & Boat Rides; Independence Day Festivities including Mailbox Decorating 

Contest, Fishing Rodeo, Boat Parade and Fireworks; Dam Party, and Holiday Lights Decorating Contest. 

Several positive comments were made from the audience in regards to the activities. 

 

The next part of the presentation was about Neighborhood Beautification, including Lawns & Gardens of 

the Month, Entrance Signs Gardens, New Crepe Myrtles planted at Farrell Park and various maintenance 

activities in the parks. In response to a request for suggestions of park improvements a comment was of-

fered as to the need for a ladder on the pier. 

 

Covenants Compliance is an important part of the Board’s job. The Board uses its Project Beautification 

notices which it leaves in mailboxes stating the covenant violation and asking the homeowner to do what’s 

necessary to comply. Many notices are given out each year which usually is enough to bring the home-

owner into compliance. If, over time, three notices are given and the homeowner still isn’t in compliance, 

then the Association gets its attorney involved as a last resort.  

 

The Lake – A goose roundup in June resulted in the relocation of 75 geese to Gibson County. The need for 

dredging the lake was discussed, but our financial condition does not allow it at this time. Bids were ob-

tained for this purpose and came in considerably higher than expected. 

 

Security: Pro-Tech hours were increased. They patrolled every night from Thanksgiving through New 

Year’s Day. The rest of the time, they patrol on weekend nights and a random day during the week. A Spe-

cial Safety Meeting was held September 17. Representatives from Pro-Tech Security, the Memphis Police 

Department, our law firm, and Sandra McCorry, our Neighborhood Watch Director, were present to dis-

cuss safety issues. Results of the subsequent Safety Survey were discussed. With a 25% response rate, an 

overwhelming majority of the neighborhood does not want to increase dues to pay for surveillance cam-

eras or more patrols. 67% of respondents want to decide for themselves what to do for their safety. The 

Board is keeping a list of homeowners who have surveillance cameras. Attendees were asked to sign a 

form if they currently have cameras. 

 

Other accomplishments this year include 3 Board meetings, 4 newsletters, review of 7 construction appli-

cations, liens and lawsuits to collect overdue dues, welcome packages sent to new neighbors, analysis of 

current investments, and various repairs. 

 

WGLHA Expenses FY 2016: Bookkeeping/Legal Fees/Taxes comprised the biggest percentage of our ex-

penses at 27% or a little over $14,000. Besides our usual bookkeeping expenses, this includes $2,800 in 

collection expenses, most of which is recouped when overdue dues are paid up. Much of the rest, almost 

$8,500 was spent on covenants enforcement. Pro-Tech Security patrols comprised 18% or almost $9,800; 

insurance comprised 17% of our expenses or just over $9,000; repairs & maintenance comprised 16% or 

$8,400; newsletter/printing/website comprised 7% of expenses (incl. 2016 directory). Total expenses were 



wglha@wglha.com                                               901-758-2796                                                 www.wglha.com 

5 

Lake Report 
Happy 2017 Walnut Grove Lakers! 

 

I'm happy to report that last October we took a step towards attacking our algae 

bloom problem by having a biologist come and assess our lake. I'm looking forward to 

discussing the report at this year's annual meeting. We have quite a few options that 

I'm looking forward to talk about implementing this year. I hope to hear from as 

many of our lake's fishermen at this meeting also as we have some great ideas for a 

fish stocking program that is needed due to some imbalances in the lake's populations. 

 

Overall the lake is looking good. It is full of fresh rainwater. I was able to get the boat out on Feb. 8, with re-

ported temps of 70 degrees! I do not think that it was as clear as it was last winter. The algae in my cove has 

persisted through the winter. The main part of the lake has nice clear water. The lake temperature is around 

45 degrees. 

 

I would like to put out a request for a microscope. If anyone has one laying around I'd like to utilize it to check 

up on the smaller lake denizens. 

 

Once again, if we can keep our yards clean, our lake will be cleaner also. Yard debris that gets into the lake 

only gives the algae a foothold to grow upon and feed off of. Please remember to not over fertilize as this is 

one of the main causes of our algal blooms. I'm looking forward to seeing and meeting you all at the annual 

meeting. 

- John Yobak, Lake Chair, 653-8335 

$53,500; total assets were $276,600, up $40,600 since last year. Accounts receivable were $23,000, down 

$12,000 from last year. Total income was $101,000, net income was $47,500. 

 

The Board voted to increase dues this year 10% to $204. A chart was presented showing annual dues since 

the formation of the Association.  

 

Bluebirds – Don Warmbrod installed 21 bluebird houses in 2013. His process for checking on the boxes was 

discussed. He reports that we’ve had over 90 bluebird babies leave the nest. 

 

Lake Report – Dave Harkleroad reported although pH is a bit high, overall condition of the lake remains 

good. He emphasized picking up gutter trash and preventing leaves and grass clippings from entering the 

lake. 

 

Neighborhood Watch- Sondra McCorry discussed when and who to call when suspicious activity is observed. 

In short, don't hesitate to call police. Home protection is considerably enhanced by light on the premises and 

particularly at home entrances. Block captains are needed for certain locations. 

 

A Question and Answer Session ensued. Suggestions from the audience: no vehicles on the dam for fire-

works; need more space for boat storage; need to fix Simpson Park swamp area; how to kill tall grass in the 

lake; people need to clean up dog poop on the dam. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pam Parham, Secretary 
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Welcome New Neighbors! 

Avery & Marilyn Bridges 

337 Almstead Cove 

T. Christian Deshazor 

212 Ericson Road 

Steven Pennman 

8372 Bergen Drive 

Aaron Ramirez 

8353 Bazemore Road 

Lynette Smith 

8427 Thorgeson Cove 

Richard & Margaret Strickland 

moved from Arendal Cove to 157 Val Halla Cove 

Kelly Tempel 

106 Ericson Road 

This ‘N That 
No More Lake ID Cards – The Board has decided to 

no longer require people who are fishing the lake or 

using our parks to have Lake ID cards. Instead, they 

should be prepared to give our guards or anyone 

who asks, their address. This will enable us to make 

sure that non-residents are not using old Lake IDs 

that a resident gave them at some point.   

 

We have a new email address! - wglha@wglha.com  

The old email address will still work for a while, but 

please update your records while we try to update 

our information everywhere. 

 

Lost or Found Pets – If you have lost or found a pet, 

contact us at wglha@wglha.com so we can send a 

blast email to the neighborhood and hopefully lo-

cate the owner/pet. Please include a picture and de-

scription. 

 
 

 WGLHA 2017 Fishing Rodeo 
How about winning a $400 attendance prize this year!?! 

Don’t have to catch a fish, just register for the fishing rodeo on July 1, 2017 

By 9:00 that morning! 

 

 Something new this year – everyone registering by 9 will receive a SWAG bag. 

 

 Looking forward to seeing you all on July 1 – Ron Wong 
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WGLHA Neighborhood Watch 

We Need You!! 
Benefits of Teamwork 

• Deeper friendships with neighbors 

• Shared responsibility for neighborhood 

• Increased support and safety 

• Improved communication and IDEALLY 

• PREVENTION OF CRIME!! 

 

Volunteer to be a Block Captain 

Call  Sandra McCorry 277-5537 or email mcsand@aol.com 
 

Crime Prevention Tips 
When at Home…. 

• Never open your front door automatically; use a peephole 

• Install deadbold locks; keep doors and windows locked 

• Keep garage door closed day and night 

• Vary your daily routine 

• Don’t hesitate to report crime and / or suspicious activities 

• Leave lights on when away from your home 

• Notify neighbors and police when you take a trip 

• Be wary of uncolicited offers for repairs to your home. 

• Create / keep an inventory with serial numbers of appliances and electronics 

• Keep your home well-lit at night, inside and out; keep drapes closed 

• Never let a stranger into your home (telephone use, etc.) 

• Do not leave notes on your door 

• Do not leave a key under door mat or conspicuous places 

• Do not leave ladders or other tools outside 

• Never give information to wrong number callers. Ask “what number are you calling?” 

• Prune bushes that hide windows or doors, don’t give someone a hiding place 

• If you arrive home and suspect a stranger may be inside, DON’T GO IN!!!!  Leave quietly and 

call 911 to report the crime!! 

Contact Us? 
The best and fastest way to contact the Homeowners Association is by email at wglha@wglha.com.  This 

account is checked several times a day and your message will be directed to the person who can help with 

your question.   

You can also phone the Association at 901-758-2796, but please be aware that there is no one to answer it 

most of the time and that the number is not checked every day. 99% of the calls to this phone are robo-

calls.   

If you do call and get voice mail, please leave a message with your name, number and briefly what your 

call is about so that it can be directed to the proper person.  Please speak slowly and repeat the phone 

number slowly. 
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Candidates for 2017-2018 Board of Directors 
Clif Cunningham, 8519 Mysen Cove, has lived in WGL since 2001. He and his wife Cydney have 2 children, Vio-

let (2 years) and Clifton Jr. (10 months). Clif is a retired Air Mobility Officer/Commander for United States Air 

Force and graduate of both Air Force and Marine Corps Command and Staff Colleges. Currently, he is an Air-

craft Mechanic and Quality Driven Management Expert with FedEx Express. Clif and his family enjoy the lake, 

outdoor areas, and community events within the WGL community. He is a strong proponent of property and 

community improvements in order to maximize property values for the WGL homeowners. 

 

Noel David, 8458 Trondheim Drive, moved to this address in 2012 with his wife, Rowena of 37 years. She suc-

cumbed to brain cancer in 2013. Noel is the President of The Apex Group providing customized financial 

strategies and guidance to Individuals and particularly physicians and business owners. Noel is a musician and 

until recently served on the Board (Vice President) of the Visible Music College. His son, Andrew with his wife, 

Michelle and 6 year old daughter, Isabella (Izzy) live close by and visit often. Noel is very active at Central 

Church and several social groups around the city. 

 

Margie McMillan, MPH, 8428 Arendal Cove, has lived at WGL for almost 14 years with her husband, Sid. Their 

daughter Rachel lives in New York. Margie served as President of the East Buntyn Historic District Neighbor-

hood Assn. for 2 years prior to moving here. She has served on WGLHA's Board as an Alternate, 2nd Vice 

President and is currently serving her 11th year as President. She also serves as Neighborhood Watch Block 

Captain for her cove. Margie is a Master Gardener and is self-employed, doing survey research and statistical 

consulting. Her overriding goals for the neighborhood are to encourage everyone to properly maintain their 

homes and yards, for the WGLHA Board to maintain all common property and to have as many people as pos-

sible involved in neighborhood activities. 

 

Pam Hetsel Parham, 8401 Bazemore Road, and her husband, Rich, have lived at WGL for six years and are 

both native Memphians. She is the Director of Operations at the Memphis Rock 'n' Soul Museum and the 

Memphis Music Hall of Fame. Pam is a past President of the Metro Memphis Attractions Association and was 

named a 2014 Emissary of Memphis Music by the Memphis Music Commission and continues to be an Am-

bassador of our great city and its heritage. Her family loves living at WGL and want to work together with our 

neighbors to keep the neighborhood a safe, clean and desirable place to live. 
 

Jessica Roberts, 8364 Bazemore Road, moved to WGL with her husband and 3 year old son in October 2015. 

They love this neighborhood for its natural beauty, interesting architecture, and active neighbors. She’s the 

nurse for a busy surgeon with UT. She graduated from Baptist with her BSN where she was awarded the 

Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor's Society award for Leadership. She was an NCAA championship rower for 

Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, CA where she rowed in the 4-man lightweight division. This is 

where she fell in love with the peace of calm water in the morning. She can be seen running the hills of our 

neighborhood as she trains for the St. Jude Half Marathon, paddling around the lake with her son, or at the 

playground!  

 

Don Warmbrod, 179 Leif Cove, is a graduate of UT Knoxville. He served 5 years as a pilot in the USAF and was 

a pilot for Braniff Airlines for 13 years with a furlough break during which time he served 2 years as a Sky Mar-

shall. Upon Braniff's closing he flew 2 years for Republic Airlines until acquiring Hollywood Feed which he and 

his wife, Diane, owned and operated as Hollywood PetStar for 22 years. Presently retired, he and Diane have 

lived at WGL for 9 years. Don has served as Neighborhood Watch Block Captain for the last 7 years, was a 

WGL Board Alternate for 2012, Secretary of the Board for 3 years and 1
st

 Vice President last year. He spends 

time volunteering as a mentor for teenagers at Youth Villages. 
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Proxy 

Walnut Grove Lake Homeowners Association 
Annual Meeting, Thursday, March 2, 2017, 6:30 p.m. 

Covenant United Methodist Church, Smith Covenant Center 

Gathering Area, Room 100 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are unable to attend this very important meeting, please use the following form to give your proxy to 

someone who will be attending. This will assure that the business affairs of WGLHA can be duly transacted. 

To vote, you must be a homeowner. 

 

I, the undersigned member of Walnut Grove Lake Homeowners Association, Inc., a Tennessee nonprofit cor-

poration, do hereby constitute and appoint __________________________________ as my true and lawful 

proxy, with full power of substitution for and in my name, place and stead, to vote and likewise act with re-

spect to all of my rights as a member of Walnut Grove Lake Homeowners Association, Inc., at a meeting 

called for March 2, 2017, and any adjournments thereof. 

 

 IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have executed this _______ day of __________________, 2017. 

 

_________________________________________       ____________________________________________ 

Member’s signature (required)         Member’s address and lot number (required) 

 

_________________________________________        ___________________________________________ 

Please print member’s name          Phone number 

 

Email ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 2017 Ballot for Board of Directors 

The Board consists of five regular members plus one or more Alternates. Alternates are non-voting mem-

bers who attend Board meetings and who are ready to step in as regular Board members should someone 

have to resign. A representative of the Lake Committee serves as a non-voting member. Please mark your 

ballot or fill in the space for write-in candidates.  

 

 Vote for NO MORE THAN FIVE candidates. 

 

Note: All candidates will serve on the Board either as a Director, or as an Alternate, depending on the elec-

tion outcome. 

 

____ Clif Cunningham     ____ Pam Parham   

____ Noel David     ____ Jessica Roberts 

____ Margie McMillan          ____ Don Warmbrod      

  
Write-in candidates:________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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WGLHA WGLHA WGLHA WGLHA    

PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450    

Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088    

First Class First Class First Class First Class    

To advertise in the WGLHA newsletter  -  personal classified ads are free. Business ads, approximately business card size, $10 per newsletter issue. 

Send your ads (text and / or .jpg files) to wglha@wglha.com . Newsletters are published in February, May, August and November. 

When walking your dog, 
please have consideration for 
others, and take its presents 

home with you. 


