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     Fall 2016 

                                                                                            Living at……. 

Walnut Grove Lake 

Holiday Lights Contest 2016! 
 

This year’s holiday lights contest will be the BIGGEST ever! Let’s deck the halls 

and trim the trees with lights! We will have two contests. The first is the street 

side contest that will be judged by yours truly and my entourage of elves. This 

contest will be judged Thursday, December 15
th

 from 6:30 till 9:00 pm. This year 

the contest will have the following categories: 

 Best Use of Landscape 

Best in Show 

Honorable Mentions 

 

Next we have the Lights of the Lake contest, to be judged by yours truly and my 

entourage of sailing elves! We will cruise the lake on Saturday night December 

17
th

 from 7 pm till 9 pm. We will have the following categories: 

 

 Best Lights on the Lake 

Best in Show 

Honorable Mentions 

 

Remember be creative! Stand out! Get your friends and family involved! Have a 

holiday decorating party and then have everyone over that night to wait for the 

judges to pass by. Don’t forget, we want to see the creators. We will be taking 

pictures so get our attention! We recommend using music and being outside 

dressed to impress us with your personal touch to your decorations. We also 

love holiday treats and hot cocoa!  

 

Rain dates will be the following day of the already scheduled dates and same 

time. Last year we had over 170 homes decorated! Let’s try to top it this year! 

Any questions, feel free to call me.  

 

Have a safe and wonderful holiday season.  See ya on the lake! 

-Barry V. Ledbetter, 508-6274  
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 WGLHA Dam Party Recap 
 

The weather was great, and the Dam Party on October 29 was lots of fun. More than 90 neighbors attended to enjoy 

the dog parade, costume contest, arts & crafts fair, El Mero Taco food truck, The Dream Machine ice cream truck, live 

music, cake walks, pumpkin carving contest, bounce house, Go Fish, and more! Many thanks to our WGLHA President, 

Margie McMillan, who pulled all of this together again this year. 

 

The WGL Halloween Doggie Parade was quite the success. Neighbor Kimberly Price organized the event and made it 

all the more festive with an actual red carpet. We even had a lizard enter the contest! All pets (and owners) behaved, 

and it was hard work to pick the winners. MC Barry Ledbetter encouraged cheering to pick the winners.  

 

   Most Original                                    Best Duo      Funniest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Adorable  poopiest (Cute and Spooky) 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several neighbors set up booths for “arts and crafts,” 

which were as varied as hand crafted wreaths, bird-

houses and Mary Kay items. Hope they made some 

money!  

 

Jessica Roberts set up our Cake Walk and just about 

everyone who came went home with treats.  
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There were just a few contestants in the pumpkin contest, but the ones that entered were fabulous! Thanks to Parris 

Edwards for organizing the contest!  The winners were: 

        Most original—David Fain       Scariest—Parris Edwards         Most Artistic—Cindy Fain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No fall fair would be complete without a Halloween costume contest, and our party was no exception. Winners were 

chosen by the crowd’s applause. In the adult category: 

        Scariest                              Best Duo or Group                   Most Original    

  Caroline McClure                                      Jessica, Josh & Judah Roberts                  Diann Cobbs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And the winners in the Kids 12 & under category were: 

     Spookiest                        Cutest 

      Alice Lee                                   Eadlin Merten 

 

 

 

Finally, the MUSIC! Neighbor Leslie Watson and her mu-

sic partners John Simpson and Mark Workman started 

us out with some awesome folk, rock and blues. Next we 

had blues and soul band Elmo and the Shades. Unfortu-

nately they started late so lots of folks missed their fan-

tastic music. Thank you, Sunny Smith for getting them to 

play for us! 

 

Pam Parham worked her Memphis magic and obtained 

door prize donations from Graceland, Sun Studio, Mem-

phis Rock & Soul Museum, Stax, Memphis Music Hall of 

Fame, Fed Ex Forum, and the Grizzlies. Several more 

neighbors contributed door prizes as well. Contest win-

ner ribbons were made by WGLHA bookkeeper and 

neighbor Jeanie Velarde – thank you! 

 And Best Duo or Group – Jessica, Josh & Judah Rob-

erts (see picture above). 
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Upcoming Events  
Mark Your Calendar! 

 

Holiday Lights Contest 

     Judging 6:00 till 9:00 pm 

    Thursday, December 15 (street side) 

     Saturday, December 17 (lake side) 
 

WGLHA Annual Meeting 

     Thursday, March 2, 2017 

 

Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic  

      Saturday, April 8, 2017 

WGLHA Collection Procedures 
When you purchased your home at Walnut Grove Lake, you automatically became a member of the Association. 

Therefore, you became obligated to pay your assessment each year. We are fortunate that nearly 95% of our mem-

bers pay in a timely manner. For everyone’s information, these are the procedures we follow. 

 

1. Late April, invoices are mailed, dated May 1 and due June 1. 

2. Around July 1, statement reminders are mailed to those who haven’t paid. 

3. Around August 1, another statement reminder is mailed. 

4. Around September 1, a letter is mailed explaining that if we don’t receive payment, or if you don’t contact us 

about working out a payment plan, then your account will be turned over to our attorney for collection. 

5. This year I sent out a second letter around September 20, with one more reminder that accounts would be 

turned over to our attorney on October 1. This letter also explained that if you send a partial payment and 

would call or email to set up a payment plan, I would not turn over your account. 

6. On October 1, I added a 10% late fee to the late accounts and sent a list of 18 accounts to our attorney for 

collection.   

7. Once the accounts have been turned over to the attorney, none of the board members, nor I are allowed to 

discuss the balance due, finance charges, attorney fees. At that point we must refer you to our attorney to 

discuss your account. Also, after your account has been turned over to the attorney, if you send your payment 

to WGLHA, I must send it on to our attorney, because at that point you have incurred attorney fees as well. 

8. Once the attorney has your account you will receive a letter from him informing you that a lien will be filed in 

30 days. If he doesn’t hear from you in 30 days, a lien will be filed. Then a month or two later if you still have-

n’t responded, a lawsuit will be filed. Each step of the way adds more attorney fees and costs to your balance. 

A $204 balance can easily become $500-600 or more. It’s much better if you just contact us and work with us 

to pay off the original $204. 

 

I would be the happiest person around if next October 1 there was no account overdue to send to the attorney. We 

don’t want to do that. If we can work with you and set up a payment plan we will do that. But if you don’t contact us 

we have no choice. We all live here and we are all obligated to pay. It 

would not be fair to the 95% who do pay to not attempt to collect the 

other 5%. 

 

And I’d like to clear up one other misunderstanding - your mortgage 

company does NOT pay your dues. No mortgage company has EVER 

paid anyone’s dues in the 23 years I’ve been doing this job. When you 

bought your house, the dues for that year may have been paid at 
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Lake Report 
On Friday, November 9

th
, Bob Marchini and I met with Mark Griffith of Ichythys Pond Man-

agement. We had a long discussion about the lake. Mark is extremely knowledgeable and 

Bob and I learned a lot during the conversation. 

 

Mark electro fished the lake. I helped by netting the stunned fish and putting them in the 

cooler. We took an inventory of all the different fish, their weight, overall health and census. 

 

We are anxious to discover what Mark thinks we need to do for a healthier lake. He seemed surprised that no one is 

feeding the fish. He explained how effective fish feeders were in growing a good fishery. We are actively looking for 

ways to improve our lake’s algae issue and he's got a few ideas that may help that too.  

  

Overall, the lake has weathered the drought rather well and seems to be clearing up a little. Today's lake temperature is 

68 degrees. During the fall, if all of us can keep the leaves in the street gutters cleared, we will keep our lake cleaner for 

all.   
-John Yobak, Lake Committee Chair, 653-8335 

This ‘N That 
 

Pro Tech Security – We have been having Pro Tech security patrol our neighborhood on a regular basis all year – one or 

both weekend nights plus a random weekday night, plus holidays. Starting on December 2 the number of patrols will 

increase to practically every day. From December 9 through New Year’s, Pro Tech Security will be patrolling our 

neighborhood every night from 5 p.m. until 1 a.m. If you need to call them, the phone number is 274-3400.  

 

WGLHA Board of Directors – Do you want to get more involved in the neighborhood? Do you have ideas you would like 

to see implemented, changes you would like to see made? A very good way is to get involved with the WGLHA Board. 

Think about it for next year! We will be listing the candidates for 2017 in the Winter newsletter. Contact us at 

wglha@wglha.com if you are interested.  

 

We have a new email address! - wglha@wglha.com  The old email address will still work for a while, but please update 

your records while we try to update our information everywhere. 

 

Lost or Found Pets – If you have lost or found a pet, contact us at wglha@wglha.com so we can send a blast email to the 

neighborhood and hopefully locate the owner/pet. Please include a picture and description. 

 

A Big Thank You – We have several neighbors who pick up trash when they walk through the neighborhood or on the 

dam. We want to thank each and every one of you for your dedication to keeping our special neighborhood looking its 

best! 
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First Annual Yard Improvement Contest 
The winners of the Walnut Grove Lake Yard Improvement Contest were chosen in October. All nine submissions were 

fantastic and worthy of a prize.  

 

The $200 Lowe’s gift card grand prize went to Victor and Debra Charles at 399 Kristiandsund Cv. The Charles’ were the 

first family to move into the new section in Walnut Grove Lake in 2003 when they transferred to Memphis because of 

work. The lake itself is one big reason they made the decision to buy their home. They love living in Walnut Grove Lake 

and plan to use the prize on another project.  

 

One $50 Honorable Mention prize 

went to Bob and Suzanne Ge-

hringer at 8389 Bergen Dr. The Ge-

hringer’s bought their home in 

1996 from Suzanne’s parents, who 

had lived in WGL since 1978. It is 

very special having their children 

grow up in the same house as one 

of their parents. Parts of their yard 

were bare because of the large 

trees. So they decided to create 

flowerbeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A second $50 Honorable Mention prize went to 

John and Tessa Merten at 8510 Karlstad Cv. 

John and Tessa took out large and overgrown 

shrubs in planters and replaced them with 

roses, lavender and hydrangea. They also 

added river rock and new mulch. They are en-

joying the cleaner look in the front of the 

house.  

A big THANKS to Debbie Coletta for coming up with 

this great idea and chairing the committee to make 

it happen!!!!! 
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Yard/Garden of the Month Awards 
                          

September 2016 Lawn of the Month Award  goes to Billy 

& Denise Roberts of 8372 Bazemore.  Billy wrote in re-

sponse to receiving the award:  We do appreciate the 

honor and try to keep our yard looking nice for ourselves 

and for the neighborhood. We moved here in 1998 and 

chose this area because of the nice homes, great area and 

beautiful lake. Our children have grown up here and love 

the playgrounds and going down to the lake to play and 

sliding down the levee hill when it snows. We enjoy the 

neighborhood 4th of July activities and love how the 

neighborhood looks at Christmas when the neighbors 

decorate. This is a great neighborhood to live in. 
 

September 2016 Garden of the Month Award goes to 

Louie & Romy Schaaf of 8493 Bergen Cv. Romy wrote:  

Louie, my husband, and I have lived in WGL since Sept of 1992. We have loved raising our two sons, Mac (20) and Jack 

(18) in our beautiful subdivision. We fell in love with the trees and the cove lot. It was our first house we bought after 3 

years of marriage and we just have never been able to tear ourselves away from our neighborhood and wonderful 

neighbors. Our kids have played in the cove and at the parks, fished in the lake, and now they have a stand-up paddle 

board that they enjoy cruising the lake on from time to time.   

     Louie is the Administrator at the Urocenter which is an Ambulatory Surgery Center just up Walnut Grove Rd. at the 

Baptist campus. He is an avid mountain biker and spends most weekends at Shelby Farms or out at Herb Parsons rid-

ing. Many times he will take his bike and ride home from the office. Louie is a native to Memphis. He lived here through 

his freshman year of high school at CBHS and then his 

family moved to Jonesboro, AR.  As soon as he finished 

college, he moved back to Memphis and has worked in 

Healthcare Management ever since.  

     I am in sales selling printing, promotional products, of-

fice supplies, office equipment and office furniture. I work 

from my home office which is wonderful to be able to do. 

I am a native of NW Arkansas. I grew up on a 90 acre farm 

and we grew a large vegetable garden every year and my 

grandmother taught me the love of all things to do with 

getting my hands dirty. 

     My hobbies are gardening, cooking & photography. We 

get so very little sunshine, but each year I search out new 

plants and flowers that are shade tolerant. I grow my own 

herbs every year for my cooking.   

 

       I have put away the award signs for the winter but will begin again in the early spring. Thanks to everyone, not only 

this year’s winners, but also to everyone who keep their lawns, gardens & homes looking so nice year round. As I stated 

before, nothing is better for our Walnut Grove Lake neighborhood. When I drive around each month looking for potential 

winners it is always tough because there are so many attractive, well-manicured lots. On the flip side, it is so disappoint-

ing & sad to see those homes which are not well cared for. I think we all realize there will always be a few homes that fall 

into this category due to a variety of sometimes unforeseen circumstances. In some cases, if not too awkward, maybe 

some neighbors could offer help. Anyway, I hope everyone enjoys the cooler temperatures and let’s all do our part to 

keep our beautiful WGL neighborhood looking awesome. 
        -Dave Coletta 
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WGL Neighborhood Watch 
 The Best Crime Awareness Device Ever Invented Is A Good Neighbor 

 

If you should notice a stranger who appears to be doing something suspicious, call the police immediately. CALL 545-

COPS 

Also, call your Block Captain who will contact the NW Coordinator who in turn notifies all other Block Captains. This 

program is designed to help all neighbors in WGL in keeping our community a safe and desirable neighborhood!   

 Volunteer To Be A Block Captain 

Call Sandra McCorry 277-5537 or email mcsand@aol.com 
  

 SHELBY COUNTY CRIME PREVENTION 

Park Smart Safety TIPS 
• When you park your car, scan the area for anyone or anything suspicious. 

• Park as close to your destination as possible. 

• ALWAYS lock your vehicle while driving and once you’ve parked. 

• DO NOT leave valuables in your vehicle in plain sight - GPS, cell phone, wallet, cash, lap top, etc. If you secure 

them in your trunk, be sure no one is watching you.  

• Remember to remove the GPS mount when stowing your GPS. 

• Sound your anti-theft device in order to easily locate your vehicle and possibly scare any unwanted individuals 

that may be lurking around. 

• At night, park in a well-traveled and well-lighted area. 

  

Brian Boluyt 

187 Leif Cove 

Justin Hawkins 

375 Sherburne Cove 

Edgardo & Veronica Jupson 

276 Ericson Road 

Timothy & Donna Kelley 

8202 Walnut Creek Road 

Roberts & Bobbie Parker 

8520 Mysen Cove 

Lynette Smith 

8427 Thorgeson Cove 

John Mark & Ashley Wright 

8348 Bergen Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Neighbors! 2016-17 Board of Directors 

Margie McMillan, President  
569-9487  

margiesmc@gmail.com 
Don Warmbrod, 1st VP 

756-8501 
Barry Ledbetter, 2nd VP 

508-6274 
Pam Parham, Secretary 

494-8333  
Cydney Cunningham, Treasurer 

238-5542 
Emma Ford, Alternate   

581-4146  

Sandra McCorry 
Neighborhood Watch Coordinator 

755-6609 

John Yobak 
Lake Committee Chairman 

653-8335 

Jeanie Velarde 
Newsletter and Website 

754-2146  wglhoa@gmail.com 
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Helpful Phone Numbers 
Police: 545-COPS – call this number if you see anything suspicious 

ProTech Security: 274-3400 

Police - Appling Farms Station: 636-4400 

Citizens Service Center: 576-6500 - Report code violations such as overgrown yards and debris.  All complaints are kept confidential. 

Code Violations: 311; Memphis 311 app (see below) 

Report street lights out: 320-1498 (Get the ID number from the light pole.) 

Storm water drain hotline: 529-0237 – to report dumping in streets or storm drains 

MLGW: 544-6500 for power outage, wires down, leaking water mains, gas leaks 

Memphis Solid Waste Management: 576-6851 to request a trash pickup 

Inland Waste: 672-6212 

Call Before you Dig: 811  

 

Report a Problem – Memphis Call 311 

WREG gets viewer calls daily about landlords and potential code violations, blighted properties and potholes. Memphis residents can 

call Code Enforcement by dialing 3-1-1 to file a service request. However, what some consumers may not know is that there are other 

options for getting results. Several months ago, the city launched its Memphis 311 app. There's also a desktop version, or webpage 

residents can use to file a complaint. The mobile version allows users to upload pictures and send information directly from their 

smartphones. On either platform, a resident can report a problem and check the status of their request. The site also allows users to 

search for reports by area. A Public Works spokesperson told WREG 6,000 complaints have been filed through the new system since 

its launch in late 2015.  You can go here  www.memphistn.gov/Residents/311landingpage.aspx to report a problem. 

 

MLGW Is Promoting National 811 Week 

Some numbers you know by heart. 811 should be one of them. August 11 was National 811 Day, a reminder to the public that calling 

before you or your contractor start to dig prevents damage to underground utilities such as gas, electric and water lines and keeps 

residents safe. MLGW promoted National 811 Day the week of August 11 to increase awareness of National 811 Day and Call 811 Be-

fore you Dig in Memphis and Shelby County.  

 

When residents call 811, their underground utility lines will be located free of charge. Tennessee law requires that individuals give 

notice to the 811 center three business days before digging begins. This service is free, and all residents who intend to excavate or 

have contractors excavate are required to call. Damage to utilities can occur during installation of a fence or mailbox, building a deck 

or additional room, and even gardening or planting trees.  



wglha@wglha.com                                               901-758-2796                                                 www.wglha.com 

10 

WGLHA WGLHA WGLHA WGLHA    

PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450 PO Box 1450    

Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088 Cordova, TN 38088    

First Class First Class First Class First Class    

To advertise in the WGLHA newsletter  -  personal classified ads are free. Business ads, approximately business card size, $10 per newsletter issue. 

Send your ads (text and / or .jpg files) to wglhoa@gmail.com . Newsletters are published in February, May, July, September and November. 

Glass Guru of Memphis iThe Glass 

Guru 

Glass, Window, Door & Shower Experts 

Locally owned and operated by Jon Conner, 

former WGL resident, and Chris Chambers 

www.theglassguru.com/memphis 

For a free estimate or more information, call 901-320-7100 
 

(901) 320-7100 

Theglassguru.com 
 

  

Classifieds 
For Sale: 16 ft God-

frey Sea Ryder pon-

toon 

New decking and 

carpet installed 2015 

55 lb Prowler trolling 

motor 

$800 

Jane Raymond 

jeray-

mond@comcast.net 
 

Lot for sale - 8567 Ericson Cove, lot 140. Large wooded 

lot. REDUCED to $35,OOO. Please call 517-6406 with 

questions.  


